The St Jude medical valve - the Australian experience.
Since October, 1978, 181 St Jude medical cardiac valves have been implanted in 166 patients throughout Australia. There were 152 single implants, 13 combined mitral and aortic valve implants, and one triple valve implant. Hospital mortality rates were similar to those for all types of prosthetic cardiac valves. Thromboembolic complications occurred less frequently in the patients with St Jude valves than in reports of similar patients with other prostheses, provided that anticoagulation was maintained.